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Background Check Policy 

 

A background check is required1 before counseling psychology students begin their first 

practicum course (CPSY 6810) at the University Counselor Training Clinic (UCTC).  This 

typically occurs during the fall semester of the second year in the program.  Completing 40 hours 

of face-to-face counseling with clients at the UCTC is a mandatory component of the master of 

science in counseling psychology program. 

 

This background check policy has been implemented to examine criminal and/or sex offender 

history.  The purpose of this policy is two-fold:   

 

1. A criminal history (or registry as a sex offender) may prevent you from eventually 

receiving a license as a marriage and family therapist and/or licensed professional clinical 

counselor in the state of California.  (See Business and Professions Code Section 480 for 

more information:  http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml? 

sectionNum=480&lawCode=BPC. We also suggest you read the Board of Behavioral 

Sciences policy regarding criminal convictions and their application process, found at 

http://www.bbs.ca.gov/ appreg/ crim_conv.shtml).   

 

2. To protect the clients who willingly come to CSU Bakersfield’s University Counselor 

Training Clinic (UCTC) for psychotherapy, a criminal background and sex offender 

history check is required.  [Note that, in the third year of the program, student trainees 

will likely be subjected to additional background checks (including DOJ Live Scans and 

drug screens) as part of the requirements of their respective field sites.]   

 

 

Background checks will be conducted by CastleBranch (www.castlebranch.com) and will 

include: 

• Unlimited County Criminal Records check – Search reveals whether an applicant has 

criminal records within Kern county; county criminal records include both misdemeanor 

and felony convictions, as well as pending charges. 

• National Record Indicator with Sex Offender Index – Searches a proprietary database 

containing over 200 million records from multiple jurisdictions/sources. Sources include 

state court repositories, departments of correction, county courts and other state level 

agencies, as well as sex and violent offender records from all 50 states. 

• Residency History and SSN Alert – A residency history provides a detailed account of an 

applicant’s prior addresses and establishes a road map of where to search for an applicant’s 

criminal history; a social security alert reports any names that are associated with a 

particular social security number. 

                                                           
1 Note to International Students: Students who are joining the program directly from their home country will not 

need to have a background check through Castle Branch because a background check is completed by the US 

government as part of the visa application process. 

 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?%20sectionNum=480&lawCode=BPC
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?%20sectionNum=480&lawCode=BPC
http://www.bbs.ca.gov/%20appreg/%20crim_conv.shtml
http://www.castlebranch.com/
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Students will be provided a secure link to CastleBranch, where they will input their personal 

information and pay the $43.00 fee for completion of the background check.  The student will 

have full access to their own records and results.  

 

Once the check is complete, the M.S. in Counseling Psychology Program Coordinator, Clinic 

Director, and the psychology department chair will also have access to the record. Negative 

results of the checks will be confidential, and will be discussed with each student.  

 

Note:  Having an adverse criminal history does not necessarily preclude participation in clinical 

work; determinations are made on a case-by-case basis, with considerations for the type of crime 

committed, length of time elapsed from the commission of the crime, age at the time of the 

crime, and/or evidence of rehabilitation, among other factors.  In other words, conviction of a 

misdemeanor or felony will not necessarily preclude an applicant’s matriculation into the 

program.   

 

Examples of misdemeanor and/or felony convictions that will not deter admission include: 

• Convictions adjudicated in the juvenile court 

• Convictions under California Health and Safety Code section 11357 (b), (c), (d), (e), or 

section 11360(b) which are two years or older. 

• Charges dismissed under section 1000.3 of the Penal Code. 

• Offenses prior to the applicant’s 18th birthday. 

• Any traffic violations for which a fine of $500 or less was imposed. 

• An infraction of the law. 

 

Students may be unable to complete their mandatory clinical training at the UCTC and/or off-site 

in field placement for the following convictions:  

• Abuse 

• Class B and Class A misdemeanor theft  

• Drug and alcohol offenses (without certificate of rehabilitation)  

• Felony assault 

• Felony possession and furnishing (without certificate of rehabilitation) 

• Felony theft 

• Fraud 

• Murder 

• Other felonies involving weapons and/or violent crimes 

• Sexual offenses/sexual assault   

 

If, after reviewing the background check, the CPSY Leadership Team is unable to determine the 

permissibility of clinical placement at the UCTC, the committee may consult with the CSUB 

Office of Safety and Risk Management.  Final determination for placement at the UCTC based 

on background check information will be at the University’s discretion.   

 

The initial background check satisfies this requirement during continuous enrollment in the 

program; should the educational process be interrupted for more than a year, a new background 

will be required.  Should any incidents occur during a student’s time of enrollment that would 
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potentially cause his/her background check status to change, it is the student’s responsibility to 

notify the Program Coordinator immediately and complete additional background check(s) as 

required. Background check status changes and/or failure to promptly report such potential 

changes to the Program Coordinator may result in removal from the UCTC and potentially 

prohibit future clinical placements.   

 

The requirement for student background checks will be implemented for students admitted to the 

program in the Fall of 2018.  The background check must be completed and cleared before the 

student may begin seeing clients as part of their first practicum course (CPSY 6810), typically in 

the fall semester of their second year.   


